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5 G1 ENTLEMEN, 


VHEN fads of I: 


higheſt importance to the 
national welfare, have been 

_ either groſsly miſrepreſent- 
ed, or infidiouſly withheld 


from public knowledge, It 


en 2 


( iv 5 
then becomes 5 duty abſo- 
lutely incumbent on each 
member of the community, 
to afford every information 
on a ſubject, the elucidation 
of which will, not only be 


the means of removing a po- 


2 pular error, but alſo prove 
of eſſential 1 he .- 


| 5 general intereſt. 


- Tus Author of the allow ” 


” ingſheets (which) were origi- 


: nally written in the Portu- 


gueſe language), impreſſed 
with a laudable zeal for the 
honor and dignity of his na- 
tive country, and fired with 
an honeſt W at the 
= charges 


= + „ 5 
; charges of ingratitude, and 


the violation of the faith of 


treaties, with which the 


court of Liſbon had been fo 


unjuſtly accuſed, has, in the 


py moſt impartial and candid 


- manner, placed that tranſ- 


action in ſuch a point of 
view, as will clearly ſhew, 


in the ſimple colouring of 
truth, the generous intent: 
ons and ſtrict regard tojuſ- 


3 tice, whichactuated 1 its con- "2 


Auẽct in the whole of this i in- 5 


 tereſting procedure. e 


Tar patriotic | ardor, N 
which prompted your truly 


tho ſe 


2 aſſemblies to 


« vi 3 
thoſe firm and animated re- 
| ſolves, that conduced to a 

_ reſtoration of your Coun- 
try's rights, and has raiſed 
you ſo high in the eſteem 


and admiration of Europe, 


marks you out, Gentlemen, 
as the moſt proper Perſon- 


I ages to whom this producti- 


on ſhould be addreſſed; as 
thoſe inſpired with the ſa- 


cred love of freedom, and 


alive to the moſt delicate 
ſenſe of whatever ad 8 - 
Vound the honor of their 


5 deareſt country, muſt, from 

a liberality of ſentiment, 
feel likewiſe for that of a 
„ 3 | 


5 4 & vii LA | 
” TRE long in a fate. of | 
the moſt ſincere and friend- YI 

= alliance. 


5 1 have the. 1 to K. - 
5 with the Profoundeſt 8 
* FE 


 GenrLEMBN, 4 
Your moſt obedient ſervant 
And fellow-ſoldier, 


| THE TRANSLATOR. 
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8 72 — ITY of the hi 
nation to effect not only their political 
 falvation, but alſo a perfect liberation 
from thoſe commercial reſtraints that had 
been moſt unjuſtly impoſed upon her by 


| thediſter country, mult have excited the 


eſteem and admiration of every people, 


where a love of juſtice, and a fuld regard 


to the natural rights of mankind are the 
leading charaQeriſtics, and, among whom 
none have entertained a higher venerati- 


on, than the ſubjeQs of her moſt faithful f 
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majeſty. Impreſſed with the ſame patri- 


otic ſentiments, and inſpired with the 
ſame noble ardor, they on a former pe- 


riod threw off the fetters of foreign 


pation, which they had long endured 


with ſilent indignation, and revived once 


more the antient ſpirit of their drooping 


2 cayatry.. 


2 


'To N the court of Liſbon fins 


what has been moſt unjuſtly, nay, unge- 
nerouſly laid to her charge, with reſpect 


to the kingdom of Ireland; 
that 


to awaken 
people to a true ſenſe of the mutual 


advantages that may flow from a recipro- 
cal commerce, and to 
meaſure the baſe machinations (inſtigated 
no doubt, by rival jealouſy, and antient 


point out in ſome 


prejutlice) which have been made uſe of, 


to obviate entirely ſo. defirable a purpoſe, 


is a duty not only incumbent on the wri- 


ter, as a native of the kingdom of Portu- 


gal, but alſo a debt, which he thinks him- 


ſelf in ſtrict honour, bound to diſeharge, 


to a country long united: by the eloſeſt 
bonds of amity, and ſo highly 1 


OW N nation. 
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| PogruGaL has ever adhered religi- 1 
ouſly, to the faith of treaties, and parti- 
5 pls ot in her conduct towards Ireland, 

the has not acted in any manner deroga- 

tory of that ſtrict juſtice, and inviolable 

regard to thoſe rights which ſhould mu- 
 tmally ſubſiſt between an allied people, 
ut 13 demonſtrated a peculiar in- 

dulgence and mark of 3 in conſe- 
quence of that high eonſideration which 

| had been conceived of a people, whoſe 
virtuons efforts in the cauſe of liberty 
and their country, will render their 
name famous PIN ; * 


Ra SHE hes A with 3 eon- 
dvexn the reproach of injuſtice, which has 
ſo greatly wounded the honour of her 
national character; and alſo the calum- 
ny and: virulent abuſe which. have been 
SR illiberally poured out againſt her, in 
'' conſequence of the popular prejudices 
5 that were exeited by the inſidious machi- 
nations, and baſe miſrepreſentations of 
intereſted perſons, whoſe principal de- 
ſign Was (by fomenting unreaſonable 
joealouſies in the minds of the people, 
wiigh made ee mutual re- 


B 2 _ eriminations, 
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criminations, add ads of animoſity) to- 


tally to deprive that kingdom of any 
participation in a commerce, which would 
prove the moſt lucrative branch of its 0 
foreign — "HOP 


Bor, in order to Aide! as matter 


properly underſtood, it is abſolutely ne- | 


ceſſary to recur to that treaty, from 


which the people of Ireland have aſſerted 
an indiſputable right to the exportati- 5 


on of their woollen fabrics into the 


: : kingdom of Portugal and to e 
the validity of ſuch a claim, foun ded | 
2 the nature of that treaty. n 


No commercial treaties that bose 3 . 


entered into between nations can be 
1 ſuppoſed to take away from their reſpec- 
tive ſovereigns, &c. that indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary, and inherent power. of making 

ſiuch economical laws, and internal regu- 


lations, as ſound policy may naturally 


| ſuggeſt; in conſequence of this principle, 
the court of Liſbon had abſolutely prohi- 


bited by a general and public law, the 
introduction of foreign woollen manu- 
factures into any _ of her 3 

| —— in 


Py. 


- 
+? 


other advantages which muſt neceſſarily 
reſult from ſo very judicious a meaſure. 
This prohibitory law equally affected 
every nation of Europe, as well as Great- 
Britain, and the validity of which was 
not even doubted or conſtrued into tone 
| leaſt offence, of any treaties previouſly 
_ exiſting between the two nations, which — 
could be ſuppoſed in no manner, to ſet ; 


any limits to v e in their 8 St 
nn XP 


3d 


-- order to Nichulate a ſpirit of induſtry 
among the people, and to enjoy thoſe 


Ir was in e of this Ne 


bitory law, that queen Anne demanded, 
as an eſpecial favour from Peter the ſe- 
| cond, king of Portugal, the revocation 
of that law, fo far as it reſpected Great 
| Britain'ozþ; and offered in compenfati- | 
on, a comparatively reduced duty in the 
article of wines, to what was impoſed on 
| thoſe of France, imported into that 


kingdom. The commercial treaty of 
1703, (commonly called the Methuen 


_ treaty) was then concluded, which, as it 
_ precluded every other nation from a 
participation of the woollen trade, and 


muſt 
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Great-Britain ;. but on the contrary, of 


V2 6 , 
 muſticantinue to operate in like manner 
(until the court of Liſbon may think pro- 
per to admit any other kingdom or king. 
doms into ſimilar privileges, by HG 
into conventions. with the ſame) has 
proved moſt highly advantagequs. to 


the greateſt injury to Portugal, by abat- 
ing that ardor for internal manufactures, 


3 8 which for a time has N every part 


Tax Irifh FORE 8 founded an 


equal claim upon the ſpirit « of that trea - 

ty, to a full participation 

trade of the kingdom of Portugal ; and 
alleges an equipollent. right, as forming” 


18; the. woollen 5 
and 


a branch of the Britiſh Empire, and from 


 thenee conſiders herſelf entitled to that 
traffic upon the ſame. principles of gene- 
ral liberty, as Great»Britain.: and ſe- 
_ condly, that the treaties. have been; al- 
ways inſeparable. in their nature, and of 
courſe, that the Britiſh monarch, had 
included therein, all parts of his domini- 
ons, and that the contrary wonld be 
— weed. 2 1 to ane | 


N 


(1) 


Ir muſt de certai nly acknowledged. 8 
that in the treaties antecedent to that 
of the 24th of December, 1503, and 
ptior to the prohibitory law, Ireland had 
been expreſsly mentioned in them, and 
of courſe, mutually participated in all 
che benefits reſulting from the ſtipulati- 
ons in fawour of a — © inter- 
courſe; but in that convention, Great- 


15 Britain alone was mentioned, and conſe- 


quently every other part of his'Britannic | 
majeſty's dominions awed COT from 
the woolten trade, he prohibitory 
law, that has and uſt Al continue to 
operate, until a new convention be rati- 


: fied for that purpoſe; for to ſuppoſe the 
whole ſhould be comprehended 8 | 


only a limited part is expreſſed; or, 


| ſuppoſe (cotitrary to the wording of es | 


ties, which are always full; and 'abſo< 


” hately expreffive of every telative cir- 
cumſtance) that there would be an im- 


plicatian of What was neither tnentioned 
or alluded to, would be a LET entire- 
3 e in Tell, 


Tr is not teen rt Ads hes of Bl 


Liſbon to enter into metapfryſical dif- 
tinctions, 
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tinctions, reſpeQing the ndivifbility of 


the Britiſh crown; it muſt certainly ac- 


knowledge it as united under the lawful 
authority of a common ſovereign ; that 


court only contends for a matter which 
is in itſelf evident to the plaineſt capaci- 
ty, and can be demonſtrated by fuch 
cogent proofs, as will not leave even the 
ſhadow of a doubt reſpecti 
dity and abſolute inefficiency 
treaty, for the — — of ſo de- 
ſirable a purpoſe; and that all the arbi- 


ng. the invali- 
of that 


trary conſequences deduced from theſe 


principles are illuſive, and have not the 
| leaſt application to the immediate matter : 
in * 07 5 


Bz ron x the oy of 3 1703, 


85 was entered into, the Britiſh legiſlation ES 
5M obviouſly prevailed in the kingdom of 
Ireland, in regard to its external econo- 
my, and its decrees were 
implicit obedience to. By that authority 
the expo 
for the moſt part 
and the parliament of England forbad, by 
an acknowledged law, the expo 
Yoon manulacures from Ireland, be- 


paid the moſt 


rt. trade of that kingdom was 
abſolutely prohibited, 


rtation of 


fore 


0 9 * 

fore the convention of December 1703.— . 
as the ſovereign of the Britiſh empire 
muſt have given his ſanction to that law, 
how then could queen Anne have legal- 
ly demanded from the court of Liſbon, 


the grant of a privilege of commerce in 
flavour of the Iriſh woollen fabrics, whilſt 


the exiſting laws abſolutely prohibited 


their exportation to foreign parts ? Un- 


doubtedly ſhe could not.—It is by no 
means the province of ſtrangers to en- 
— quire by what right, or to enter into a 
diſcuſſion of a ſubject which has been 
3 long problematical among themſelves; 
it is ſufficient to the point, that the 25, 
Triſh r ſubmitted to it. „ 


n nn eee be ee 
ſoppole that Ireland ſhould have been 


mentioned, or even in the remoteſt man- 


ner implied in a treaty, when the laws 
then exiſting (and which had been gene- 
nerally admitted by the Iriſh themſelves) 


matter; and when the letter, tenor, and 
fpirit of that whole treaty were in direct 

_ contradiQtion to it. I have already ad- 
mitted, that when the export trade of 


_ * 
— 2 — 
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ES 
that country was unlimited, Ireland had 
been expreſsly implied in all the com- 


mercial treaties that had been formerly 
ratified between the Portugueſe and 


Engliſh nations, and which continued - 
in force, and operated in favour of 


that country, till the internal regulati- 
ons of the court of Liſbon took 8 ; 
by which all foreign 


were totally prohibited from being re- 
ceived in any part of the dominions of 
Portugal; but, as has been already aſſert- 


ed, was tepealed in favour of England 
any 190 the Methuen convention. 55 


Ir is an i acknowledged dns; in the 


: Engliſh government, that when a law is 
to carry its effects even into Scotland, 
that part of Great-Britain muſt be ex- 


preſsly ſet forth; and muſt it not have 


been the ſame formerly with reſpect to 
Ireland ? Is it not a much ſtronger reaſon 
that no treaty could poſſibly have been 


in force, or be conſidered in the ſmalleſt 


degree as having auy relation to a diſtint 
kingdom, - whoſe name, or even remoteſt 
intereſts were not ſo much as alluded to in 


the whole of that publie tranſaQtion ?— 


| g It — by the records of the negocia- 


on, 


9244989 


8 
on, that Mr. Methuen had informed 


the Portugueſe miniſter that Ireland was 


not to be included in the ſame, the idea 
of which (if even England had the leaſt 
imention of including the ſiſter country) 
was then totally given up, and the con- 
vention ſolemnly ratified | in favour of 
_ that hows, ag only. ene 


| Lr us ſuppoſe for a moment, mat 
tze court of Liſbon by revoking the pro- 
hibitory law, fo far as it regarded Ireland, 
would have agreed to admit the woolen 
fabrics of that country into their differ- 
ent ports; could Ireland under her for- 
2: mer reſtrictions have been able to export 


from their country, what were totally 


prohibited by the act of the Britiſh legiſ- 
lature; or, that Portugal had inſiſted that 

the duties on their wines ſhould be rated 
one third leſs than thoſe of France; 
would the parliament of Ireland have 


acquieſced in the demand, or rather 


would that of Britain have permitted it? 
Portugal might have been told that Ire- 
land had-not been comprehended in the 
| treaty of the 27th of December, 1703, 
and therefore was at option to rate the 
duties on wines, ſo far as they had a 
3 : comparative 
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( a ) 


comparative relation to thoſe of any other =D 
country, in a manner the moſt fuitable 
to the wiſdom of their N 3 


Ala ud been equalized 3 in every 


| thing by Portugal in common with the 
_ Engliſh, to the very time of the prohibi- 
tion of woollen manufactures into that 
kingdom; but by this prohibitory law they 
were excluded equally with every other 
country: it is in vain therefore to recur 
black to the time of Dionyſius, king of 
Portugal, to prove that Ireland had for- 


merly enjoyed ſuch a privilege, as every 


treaty preceding the act of internal regu- 
lations of the court of Liſbon had been 
abſolutely and entirely done away, (fo 
far as they had a reſpect to woollen ma- 
en by virtue of aforeſaid act. 


Tu E Britiſh 1 dich formerly 


. conſtituted a diſtinct part of that empire, . 


and conſequently had an implied right to 


every ad vantage that Ireland might natu- 


rally expect, never claimed the ſmalleſt 


U title to a participation of that treaty, on 
account of her intimate connection and 
| n ee, on the mother coun- 


try ; 


0630 
try; for, as they had not been compre- 
hended in the convention, they neither 


dld nor could demand an exemption from 


that prohibitory law which operated with 


equal force againſt them, as well as every : 
other country (England excepted.) Muſt 


oo not the Iriſh have fallen under a ſimilar 


; 5 predicament with their American bre- 
tren, or could they claim any particu- 


lar right, any peculiar indulgence from 
- their relative connection to the ſeat of 


empire, which war not in common to 


every * e of * Britannic ma- 
— 5 8 
= A even upon PER: kate liberati- 


on from the ſhackles of commercial re- | 


- RAraint, had an equipollent right to an 
unlimited participa tion of the Britiſh 


trade, in the various parts of the globe 


(I ſhall except chartered companies), what 
neceſſity could there have been for the 
preſent ſovereign of that empire, to pro- 


cure a law to be paſſed, out of his moſt 


gracious condeſcenſion, for permitting the 
Iriſh nation to trade with the Britiſh: 
_ plantations in the Weſt-Indies ? Does 


* 


6 


not his evidently demonſtrate he con- 
ary: of what has been ſo often 3 - 


Donixe the Jong ſpace ef 1 near 80 
years, the leaſt mention had not been 
made of the kingdom of Ireland, as 
being implied in that treaty; nor did ſhe 
on that account (though a branch of the 
Britiſh empire) think herſelf in any man- 
ner bound to regulate the duties on Por- 
"rial wines agreeable to the Methuen 
convention ; and it 1s alſo an uncontro- 


vertible fact, that the court of Liſpon 


never claimed it either as a matter of 3 
e or favour. 


Sr his Hin a that a 'monarch 
1 no right whatever to make an ex- 
pfreſs treaty for one part of his ſubjects, 
and not for the remainder; but may it 
not be favourable to the local conſtituti- 
on of any particular part, and not for the 
whole? without doubt, he has a liberty 


of making ſuch a contract, not only for the 


two kingdoms ſeparately, but as he may 
| judge it convenient, even for a ſingle pro- 
vince. Such a power is veſted in a ſove- 


reign, either by himſelf, or aſſiſted by the 
' _ other 


( i Þ 3 
_ ave WN of legiſlature, according to 
the nature of the laws of each country, in 


order to diſpenſe ſuch uſeful favours, 


immunities, and other privileges, as may 
be more peculiarly 3 or parti- 
cular] y contribute to promote the general wy 


| welfare of his dominions. 


Tux Iriſh woollen We een that 5 


. had been exported toLiſbon,under a vague 


but ſincere confidence of a general liber- 
ty of commerce, but which were detain- 
cad by that court, was at firſt conſidered as 
an act of the higheſt injuſtice, and a 
manifeſt violation f the faith of national 
treaties; but the principles already laid 
don being acknowledged as juſt, her moſt 
faithful Majeſty can be conſidered only in 
the light of ſupporting the dignity of her 


crown, and as giving efficacy to the laws ; 


and at the fame time, with a beneficence 


that marks the natural goodneſs of her 


heart, making ample reſtitution to the 
owners of ſuch goods as were moſt lia- 
ble to be A by their long detenti- 


on, and which her Majeſty had previ- 


ouſly given orders to have them diftri= 
Pw * the . Was there 


not 
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1 , to grati 
the commercial jealouſy of the ſiſter 


country. Until that unſurmountable 
obſtacle, by which the Iriſh woollen fa- 
bricks were 


not a manifeſt Were einde in . 


vour of the people of Ireland in that 


inſtance; and has not the conſequent 


$ mbc som evidenced the ſincereſt in- 
tentions of entering into an amicable 
convention with that country, pregnant 
with a — 9 ad Ig : 
to each? - 


Ir is very much to 15 doubted whe-. 


ther the juſtice of the court of Liſbon 


had ever been ſet forth in its proper light | 


to the parliament, or the Iriſh nation. 
Every method has been moſt illiberally 
taken to miſrepreſent the condu of that 
Court, and to throw the entire cenſure, 5 
moſſt unmeritedly, upon them, in order 
to exculpate ſome 
who, Remora like, retarded the whole 


particular perſons : 


reſs of that tranfaction, to gratify 


prohibited frem being re- 
ceived, ſhould be totally removed "by a 


new convention, it was abſolutely im- 
poſſible that deſirable buſineſs could by 
any means be effected, as every other 


nation 


7 0 7 * 


nation with the ſame claim of propriety, 
might pour in their woollen goods into 
Portugal, in direct oppoſition to a law 
of that land, which ftill remains unre- 
pealed. The court of Liſbon earneſt to 
teeſtify its eſteem and attachment towards 
Ireland, propoſed that a negociation 
might be entered into for that purpoſe; 
but to the ſurprize of their court, the 
then Britiſh miniſter abſolutely and pe- 
FF _remptorily refuſed to enter into an affair 
258 ſi indiſpenſibly — to the ne of 3 
. out country. T = 


=> 2 hat thin us 3 court of Litton » 
bdeen in the ſmalleſt degree culpable ? Is 
it for her readineſs to grant Ireland the 
participation of a trade, which muſt 
greatly injure the internal welfare of 
their own country, by opening a freſh 
channel for the inlet of a manufacture, 
the introduction of which, from England 
alone, has damped the ardor of induſtry, 
and the conſecuent improvement of ſuch 
branches among themſelves? Have they 
not every material for carrying on thoſe 
__ fabrics at home, with the ſuperior ad-. 
«  0FFntage of 2 finer ſtaple in their wool? | 
1870 _ == Did 


( 18 ) 


f Did not her moſt faithful Mayeſty, with : 
that native goodneſs' and clemency 
which have ever characterized her, make 
ample reparation to thofe who had ex- 
ported their goods from Ireland; and, 
has ſhe not even endeavoured to antici- 


pate the wiſhes of that kingdom, by pro- 


| poſing to the Britiſh * a — 
tion for a new "OR * | 


Is cas; to defeat the i intention a; ap- 
pointing a committee of enquiry in the 


Iriſh Houſe of Commons, as propoſ- 
ed by a right honourable member, was it 
not abſolutely aſſerted in that honourable 
aſſembly by Mr. Eden, then ſecretary to 
Lord Carliſle, that a negociation was on 
foot with the Britiſh miniſter, and there 


were every hopes of a ſatisfactory deter- 
mination of that matter? A committee 


of enquiry, which muſt have had it in 
their power thoroughly to inveſtigate 


that affair, was of courſe thought pre- 


mature, and the artifice had its deſired 
effect. There muſt have been ſome un- 
_ accountable miſlake in that gentleman's 
Information, as there never exiſted a 


written 


written negociation previous to that pe- 
riod, relative to the buſineſs alluded to. 


| TAE — which the dale 
of Ireland were led to believe proceeded. 
from the ſide of Portugal, occaſioned a 
particular party in the Houſe of Com 
mons, to caſt the moſt fevere refleQions 
on the Court of Liſbon ; even her moſt 
faithful Majeſty was f poken of with diſre- 


ſpect, and the moſt effectual meaſures 


were intended for a commercial retaliati- 


| on of an imaginary cauſe of complaint. 5 


. _ The idea that was thrown out in that 


” houſe of an Iriſh fleet being ſent to the 


Tagus, ſhall be paſſed over, as it was 


_ conſidered but a ludicrous ſarcaſm. It 
was the intereſt, however, of thoſe in of- 
fice to keep up the deception as long as 


poſſible, the motives for which are un- 


neceſſary to be explained to the under- 


85 ſtanding of a * ſo 93 as 


the Iriſh. 


Tur flame of Sie at that time 
pervaded the nation, and a non-con- 
ſumption of Portugal wines was a mea- 
{pre in general contemplation. Could it 
ever have been imagined that Lord 

5 3 Hillſborougn 


1 


*  Hilliborough (thoug u Britiſh. miniſter) = 
would neglect the eſſential intereſts of 
his native-country, and even miſlead her 
with a falſe ſuppoſition that a treaty was 
then in negociation; and to ſuffer the _ 
parliament of that kingdom to be fo 
rolly impoſed on? © A 


; anal bez 1 GS 1 : 
tations from what fell from ſome of 
; the members in the courſe of debate, 
as they ſeem. to contain the ſenſe of 
the nation upon that ſubject; and 
ſhall endeavour, in anſwer, to offer 
ſuch remarks, as may be ſaid to com- 
prehend the opinion of the Portugueſe 
upon the ſame head. That the rights 
of that kingdom” (which one gentleman 
_ endeavoured to prove were as antient 
as the reigns of king Dionyſius, and Ed- 
ward the ſecond). © were moſt ſhameful- 
ly violated by Portugal, and at a time, 
when the Iriſh-nation expected that gra- 
titude ſhould have induced the court of 
Portugal to obſerve a conduct entirely 
_ oppoſite to it, for the partiality ſhewn | 
them by Great-Britain, in removing thoſe 
embarraſſments which the act of naviga- 


L — LES Ls i tion | 


( 


tion had thrown. in their way; and that 


FO they had alſo given free entrance to the 
produce of the Portugueſe plantations in 
the kingdoms of Great-Britain and Ire- 


land. That as this nation was fed en- 
tirely by Iriſh proviſions, they muſt pe- 
riſh if the ſame were , withheld from 
them fix months; and that they would 


—ä know what to do with their wines if 5 
they were made the ſubject of retaliation 


by the Iriſh la That the rea- 
: fon of the court of Liſbon rejecting the 
Wn woollen manufactures, was chiefly. 
_ owing to the cabals of the French cabi- 
5 who had employed emiſſaries to ca- 


lummiate the Engliſh, and cauſe a miſ- 


1 5 3 between the two nen, 


e 1154 to the 8 part of the To 


5 charge every material objection that 
could poſſibly occur on that head haz been 
fully anſwered by the moſt irrefragable 

proofs; ſuffice it, to enumerate at preſent, 
| That Ireland had not been mentioned, 
or even ſo much as implied in the moſt. 


3 diſtant manner in the Methuen conventi- 


on, or any claim been made for near 80 
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during ſo long a 


- charge of a ſhameful violation of treaties, 
is both unjuſt and ridiculous. 


E 
years of ſuch a right; and that ſo far from 


the Iriſh nation or parliament having con- 


ceived an idea of ſuch a matter, the re- 
gulation of the duty on wines, in con- 
formity to the expreſs letter and ſpirit of 


that treaty, had not even been attempted 
a period: therefore, the 


As to the 


very great ob/;zgation the Portugueſe have 


tion fully 


muſt be certainly 
which two laſt circumſtances I ſhall par- 
= 4 in the ore of this 


2 . 


thought proper on that 


: been under by the removal of thofe em- 
| barraſſments which the act of navigation 
bad thrown in their way ; this 


tl piece of 
indulgem condeſcenſiam took its riſe from 


neceſſity, not choice ; and the free admit- 
ance of the produce of the Portugueſe 4 


plantations into either kingdom, our na- 

admits; but denies that it 
could ever be conferred as a fayour, but 
intended as an infult ; 


Tux idea of ** the Portals 3 
into ſuch conceſſions as might have been 
caſion, is ridi- 
egree, and muſt 


have 


e to the 


<4) 


ve proceeded entirely from a want t of 
23 information with regard to the 


internal cuſtoms of their country; for, 
the inhabitants eat no ſalted meat what- 


ever, and oil would be eaſily ſubſtituted 
in the lieu of butter, even ſuppoſing 
that they could not be ä with 
chat article from Holland. N 


e ana thoſe terr . 8 


of raiſing the duties on her wines, and „ 

lowering them on thoſe of France, in the 
leaſt affect the Portugueſe, as Ruſſia and 

America open a moſt unbounded field for 


commerce: countries that would court 


| ber trade, and from whence ſhe might 
bring the moſt profitable and uſeful 


dings 1 in return; and where no naviga- 
tion act, or alien duties, would militate 
againſt che mutual intereſts of allied 
Rates. 5 : 


Tus private intrigues * cabals of 5 
* cabinet of Verſailles, muſt alſo be 


adduced, to prevent the Iriſn from the 


participation of a treaty; and the pen of 
that elegant and nervous writer, the 


Abbe Raynal, was to lend its ud, in or- 
der 


a. 


DE 2 


-'2 i to point out to the Portugueſe their 
true intereſts : 

faithful Majeſty's favour and preſence, 

were ſaid to be intercepted by intereſted 


al} avenues to her moſt 


prieſts, who took every opportunity of 
prejudicing her againſt Great Britain and 


Ireland. Theſe are worn-out tales, 
which might have been once believed; 
but to the honour of an enlightened ; 


age, none but fanatics and credulous 


f fools will believe them. : 


"Tu YE portu 1 never ſtood in any 


need of foreigners to explain the laws of 
the land, nor to 
commercial grzevances. 

' muſt be allowed, but too long experienc- 
ed the ſevere effects that reſulted from 

the alien duties, and other impoſitions 
which are in expreſs contradiction to the 
ſpirit of treaties ſubſiſting between the 
two crowns. They want not a Raynal to 


point out to them their 
They have, it 


ſtrike em home to their imaginations, 


and inſpire them with a proper ſenſe of 


their effects; or, the inſinuations of ano- 


ther court to urge them to ſuch a mode of 
conduct as may prove much more ad- 
vantageous in future. 


| * 


4 25 5 
rr ſuppoſing, for a moment, that 


menaces into execution by endeavouring 
to preclude the produce of Portugal 

from being admitted into their kingdom; 
might not the ſpirit of retaliation ha ve in- 
duced the Portugueſe to lay their trade 

under ſimilar reſtrictions. which in all pro- - 


the. parliament of Ireland had put their 


bability would be more ſeverely =—_— 
that kingdom. Thus recrimination, 


and mutual ill offices, would lay the 
foundation of a deep-rooted animoſity, 
which muſt totally ſet aſide any hopes of 
a reconciliatory and commeteial conniec- 
tion between them. So far had this miſ- | 


take pervaded the Iriſh Nation on a ſup- 


poſition of miniſterial interference (tho 2 
ineffectual in its favour) that in the hum- 
ble addreſs of the Houſe of Commons to 


the throne of the 6th February 1782, it 


is worded in one part thus: Never- 


E theleſs being ſatisfied that the zealous = 


e and repeated requiſitions of your Ma- ; 
a jelty s miniſters, ſtrenuouſly urged, and 


in a caufe ſo evidently reaſonable and 


__ _« juſt," would be attended with ſucceſs, 
we have hitherto refrained from re- 

* * ſnting the injury, by commercial re- 

| B * gulations 


„ 


1 


« Splice reſtrictive of the was of 
« © Fortugal, and by ſuch other effectual 


means as the honour and indiſpenſible 


& rights of this kingdom may demand.” 
And it was indeed with the deepeſt regret 
that Portugal beheld ſome of the dele- 
gates of the armed aſſociations, miſled by 


a falſe repreſentation of the ſtate of facts, 
entering into reſolutions | ww. the fame 55 
buſineſs. | r 


Tus by the artful ſos edel of in- 
 terefted and deſigning n that 
nation was on 4 very brink of effect- 


ing, what muſt have put a final period 
to. all hopes of laying a firm and laſting 
baſis of commercial intercourſe between 
2 Portugal and Ireland. That trade has 
proved ſo highly beneficial to their neigh- 
bouring kingdom, it can hardly be 2 . 


| poſed (from the principles that too ge- 


_ nerally actuate human nature) they 
would wiſh, even to a ſiſter ſtate, a par- 
ticipation in the ſweets of ſo lucrative a 


branch of commerce, which may be mo- 


derately calculated on an average to have 
brought them in upwards of a million an- 
nually ſince the concluſion . the treaty. 


Ir 


(mn) 


5 Ir may naturally be demanded, what. 

inſuperable difficulties have alen, ſince 
the overtures had been lately made and 
accepted on both ſides, to prevent the 

concluſiou of a commercial treaty: might 


> it not have been ſimply. copied after 


| that of the Methuen, and receive, with-- 
out any unneceſſary proctaftinations, the a 


: ratification of the reſpeQiye « courts E: 


TAE ſubjedts of Portugal n =_— 
Great Britain and Ireland, have Ever 
been treated as entire ſtrangers, not as 

the ſubjects of a crown in ſtrict and firm 
| friendſhip and alliance with each other— 


they have laboured under every | 


reſtraint, and were ſubjected to various 
— 0 impoſitions with every rigour of exaction, 
a notwithſtanding the defenſi ve treaty of 


0 the 12th July 1703, which expreſsly im- 


plies, that the privileges of the ſub- 
jects of Portugal ſhould be abſolately 
the ſame with thoſe enjoyed by the ſub- 
jects of Great Britain, according to the 
ſpirit of former treaties ; while thoſe 
of his Britannic Majeſty are, agreeable to F 

| the ſame, treated with the moſt peculiar 
and eee as juſtly 1— 8 
ůttled 


(i). 


titled to all the immunities ad privileges 
of the natives of the country. The 
I5th. article of that treaty declares 
72 Privilegiis perſonarum & commerci- 
L orum libertate quibus in præſenti Bri- 

4 tanni, Belgæque fœderati in Luſitania 
* « { fruuntyr, 3 invicem etiam Luſitani fru- 
_ *entur in regnis coronæ Britannicæ 
Belgioque fœderato. Was not this 


| treaty. poſterior to the navigation act, 5 


and does not this article fully entitle 
them to equivalent ri ights with thoſe 
which the ſubjects of his Britannic 
Majeſty did then, and have ever ſince 
enjoyed 7. Shall the produce of Por- 
tugal, carried in bottoms of that na- 
tion, be liable to impoſitions which may 
be conſidered to amount to a total pro- 
hibition ; 3; whilſt the produce of Great 
Britain, conveyed to the Portugueſe do- 


minions in Britiſh veſſels, is not rated 


baader in the entries than that brought 


9 That the 8 — 9 us Cas of trade = 
which the ſubjeQs of Great Britain and the States of 


the United Provinces at preſent / enjoy in Portugal, 


the Portugueſe ſhall in their turn enjoy in the domini- 
ons of Great Britain and the States of the Voited 
Provinces, EINE F 


in 


* 
$4.3 


* 


6 


Mi thoſe of their own country? Is not 
every antecedent law conſidered as an- 
nulled by a ſucceeding one, when the 

Latter is diametrically oppoſite both in 


its letter and ſpirit ? It cannot be aſſert- 


ed that this was concluded without the _ 
concurrence of the parliament of Great 
Britain; ſince all treaties muſt be in veſ- 
tigated by both houſes before they can 
receive the ſanction of royal authority, 
and operate as laws; therefore the navi- 


gation act had been ſo far repealed by 


the ſpirit of that treaty, as it related in 
any v wiſe to the eee N ation. 


Ir . be further old FA =Y 


4 foreign princes are bound to know = 
interior regulations of any other but 
their own kingdom. They underſtand - 
each other's prerogative of entering into | 
treaties, but when once ratified, theſe 
they conſider as the only laws by which 
they are to abide, notwithſtanding 'any 
others that might * L * 
Iſted. 8 


* may be — N the c court 


; of Liſbon has fo long tamely ſubmitted 


to 


. 30 
to * 2 thamefal We" BP FIR of the faith 


of treaties, and a violation of the ri ights 


of her ſubjects? Let us but for a mo- 


ment recur back to the maritime annals of 
this century, and the circumſtance will 
appear not in any manner extraordinary, 
but conformable to the nature of human 
tranſactions. The Britiſh navy had long . 
rode triumphant over the deep, and in 
a great meaſure preſcribed laws to the 
maritime ſtates of Europe; and from 
the arbitrary conſtructions of the para- 
mount power, commercial treaties were 
alone explained —an unſucceſsful war 
| firſt ſuggeſted the idea of an armed neu- 
 traliy, and the irreſiſtible argument of : 


# > © 6 


bility, no longer continued to prepon- 5 
derate Portugal was likewiſe conſidered 
as having formerly lain under the weight 
2 ſome with a few other 


_ circumſtances that might poſſibly be ad- 
duced— But has not Britain received am- 


ple compenſation by a balance of trade in 
her favour of near one hundred millions, | 
and the predileQion that was ever ſhewn 
for her manufactures in preference of 

thoſe of any other country? and more- 


over, 


over, from the W and ſteady bs. 
tachments of the court of Portugal, | 
bas not that kingdom been forced into 


_ expenſive wars, which might otherwiſe 8 
have been — avoided? 


rn in a matter K comparatively 
ſmaller conſideration, | the ſubjects of 


— Portugal do not enjoy an equal ſhare of 
privileges. Thoſe of that kingdom refi- 


ding in Great Britain and Ireland, are 
obliged to pay parochial taxes, aſſeſ- 
ments, and even to ſerve offices, attend 
juries, &c. while the ſubjects of his 


E Britannic Majeſty are totally exempted 


from the ſame in the Portugueſe domi- 
nions. This circumſtance, however tri- 

fling in itſelf, ſtrongly indicates the pecu- 
liar attention of the court of Liſbon, to 
whatever may conduce to the eaſe and 
| happineſs of the Britiſh reſidents ; while 


LD on the other hand, it marks the peers” 


_ neſs, or rather total unconcern of that na- 
tion to the intereſts of the Portugueſe. 


5 Bur is it not more than probable, that 

ſome Portugueſe merchant, founding 
his claim ef a mutual equalization on 
e the 


1 32 3. 


the ſpir irit of the July convention. ſhould | 
object to the alien impoſition, and bring- 
ing the matter before a court of judicature, 
there reſt his cauſe on the validity of 
the treaty—ſhould the determination of 
that court prove directly contrary to what 
is expreſſed in the ſame, muſt it not evi- 
dently demonſtrate to all the courts of 
Europe the inefficacy of any treaty. _ 
lemnly entered into with Great Britain, 
and bring into diſrepute the public faith 
of that nation? Treaties ſhould ever be 
| conſidered as ſolemn things, and as ſuch 
they have been held moſt invariably by 
1 And does it not imprint an 
- indelible ſtain upon the character of 


1 any nation which ſeeks for every ad- 


vantage that can poſſibly be obtained 
from others, and at the ſame time 
colluſively endeavours, by every art, 
to evade complying with thoſe which 
ought to be granted in mutual re- 
turn? The article xv. of the July trea- 
ty, had immediate reference to all thoſe 
entered into between Portugal and Eng- 
land, in which the privileges of Britiſh 
ſubjects reſiding in the former kingdom, 
had been e aſcer;ained. It is 
LE therefore 


44): 


therefore an indiſputable fact, that they : 

were the foundation of hoſe that wage 
afterwards granted, by virtue of afore- 

ſaid article, to the ſubjects of Portugal 
reſiding in England, and her dominions; 


therefore the compact muſt either equal- 


ly affect both parties, by requiring a 


mutual interchange of rights and privi- 


1 leges, or otherwiſe the ſpirit of the obh- 


K* can no longer be conſidered as "_ 
i ing on the other. 5 


WII EN a cvedon * en ** ; 
Into, has been ſo glaringly perverted, 
upon a falſe ſuppoſition that a prior law 
| muſt deftroy the force of a ſubſequent 
one; and when an ideal duty, of a moſt 

_ exorbitant nature, had been laid on 
wines imported from France into that 
country, at a time that a commercial 
communication was totally put a ſtop to 
by reaſon of a war, that from ſuch ideal 
vals they might raife the duties on thoſe 
of Portugal, agreeable to the fiipulated 
proportion which they ſhould bear to 
_ each other; and alſo arrogating to them 
ſelves an extraordinary merit on account 
* a ſmall deduction i in their fa vour.— 
SE F Theſe, 


ation not being kept up to, on one ide, 
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1 heſe, with many other cauſes of c com- 


plaint, render it indiſpenſibly neceſſary for 
the intereſt of Portugal, that a new 


ttreaty ſhould be formed between the 
Court of Liſbon and his Britannic Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſter (on the behalf of Ireland) 
upon the moſt liberal baſis, by which a 


juſt equalization might take place, to the 


reciprocal advantage of the inhabitants 2 
| 9 both kingdoms. 


Tax extraordinary riſe of duties on 
the Portugal wines in Great Britain, has 


in a variety of inſtances exceedingly af- 
_ feQted that trade, and confiderably leſ- 


_  Tened the Impo cintins-—"The merchants 


* 


and venders are thereby induced to adul- 
terate the wines with baſe mixtures, 


which prove highly pernicious to the hu- 


man conſtitution, and have tended to 
bring them. conſiderably into diſrepute. 
It has been froquently diſcovered, by 
analytical experiments, that not above a 
third of what had been purchaſed for 
private conſumption, proved to be the 
pure, genuine Juice of the grape. The 
duties have been nearly trebled within 
theſe fifty years, which did not anſwer 


any 


'S 


1 


any particular end, to the idee ſer- 


vice of their ſtate, as a more reaſonable 


duty would not only prevent the-adulte- 


ration, and its evil conſequences, but 
even bring in an encreaſed revenue, to 
ſupply the exigences of their govern- 
ment, from the extraordinary quantity 
that would neceſſarily be imported. This 
x very great demand for the produce = 
Portugal, muſt naturally beget a ſimilar 
one for the manufactures of Great Bri- 
tain, and a mutual benefit muſt reſult 
from ſuch a procedure. The court of 


Liſbon has not, even in this inſtance, 


made uſe of the Lex Talionit, which 
might be done with the ſtricteſt juſtice, 
as the duties on Britiſh goods imported 
into their dominions, have not been laid 


on, agreeable to the ſcale of „ 


| proporion. 


IS DE END RN of the a duties, of 


which the Portugueſe ſo juſtly complain, 
and from the ſpirit of the July conyen- 

tion ſo legally objected to; there are ma- 
ny other impoſitions that are both arbi- 


trary and unjuſt. The port charges, 
with regard to anchorage, lights, &c. 


are 8 double what is * by 


72 


. 
* 
* * 


(36). Re. 


of theie © own nation. This is a hardſhip 
that further operates in conjunction with 
the ill-effects of the navigation act, 
againſt the trade of Portugal, carried on 
in veſſels of their own nation, and is a 
2 n that likewiſe calls for redreſs. 


"Tax cial treaty of December 


1703, from whence ſo many eſſential 5 


3 have reſulted to Great Bri- 


tain, was founded upon the faith of the 


15th article of the defenſive treaty of 
july preceding. The mutual and reci- 
procal enjoyment of equal immunities 
and privileges, naturally prompted the 
court of Liſbon to enter with the ut 
moſt chearfulneſs into the latter conven- 
tion; but long experience has ſufficient- 
2 proved how vain their reliance upon 
that head, tho ratified in the moſt ſo- 
Jem and necquivecal. manner. a 


Tux charge of 1 in gratitude with which | 
the Portugueſe had b been ſo illiberally 
ſtigmatized, on account of the particu- 
lar favour, that was aſſerted in the Irith 
Parliament, to have been beſtowed on 
them, during the courſe of the laſt war, 
by ſuſ] pending a part of the navi igation 
act, 


+ xVY 
4 


\t 
5 


(9) 


act, ſo far as it had a nlarizn to this 

people, ſhall next be examined. Great 
Britain, out of her moſt graczous conde- 
| ſeenſion, permitted their trade in a great 
meaſure to be carried on in Portugueſe 
veſſels, to and from the different coun- 


tries of Europe, at a time when their 

own ſhips were in continual danger _—_ 

being captured by their numerous ene- 
mies. Theſe advantages ( indeed, any 


reſulted ) were merely temporary, as they 


ceafed to operate at the concluſion of 
hoſtilities. The matter was confeſſedly 


in favour of their own trade, and not 


in the ſmalleſt degree to be eonſidered 
as proceeding from a diſintereſted intent 
on of ſerving the natives of Portugal, | 


Bor this very diſintereſted and liberal a, 
grant had been moſt graciouſly vonchſa- 


4 ed under every other reſtriction which 


is expreſly implied in the act of naviga- 


tion. The alien impoſitions were all 
along moſt rigorouſly exacted, and every 


dikls caufe of complaint remaining 


unredreſſed. How diametrically oppo- 
ſite to this was the treatment experien- 


ed by the Americans immediately af- 


. 
ter the ceſſation of hoſtilities? The 
Parliament of Great Britain by an act 
empowered his Majeſty in council, to 
make ſuch regulations, and grant them 
| ſuch temporary indulgences as might be 
thought moſt expedient till the ik 
on of a commercial treaty. .- . Conſcious 
| that the act of navigation would be high- 
| ly obnoxious to them, it was in conſe- 
quence immediately fuſpended, that 
America might be led to anticipate more 


than otherwiſe, ſhe ou n haue 5 
Fxpories: | 


SHALL. thats who have been lately 
pronounced. rebels to the parent Rtate, 
| Gat ppt ſuch a diſtinguiſhed mark of 
regard; while Portugal, her tried and 
faithful friend, has under the ſemblance of 
a favour conferred, been moſt highly in- 
jured? Shall thoſe, who were charged 
73a involving that kingdom * 2 . 
greateſt difficulties, and reducing her al- 
moſt to the verge of political diſſolution, 
be vouchſafed an 8 which had 
never been granted to the ſubjects of 
Portugal? and who alſo by a ſtring of 


5 ; charges exhibited i in their declaration of 


* 


. 
independence of ' the 4th July 1776, in- 


| ſalted Majeſty and Government in the 


higheſt degree, and afterwards by force of 
arms put their menaces into execution, 
and obtained a total ſeparation : while 
on the other hand, the ſubjects of Por- 
tugal, under every reſtriction, rendered 
Great Britain the moſt effectual ſervice 
during the courſe of that inauſpicious 
war, by navigating the Britiſh commerce 
ſafe in veſſels of their own nation: and 
| whoſe Balance of trade hath and does 
prove ſuch an incxhauſtible fource of 
Wealth and power to England. This, 
then, is the boaſted favour that had 
been mentioned, and for which the court 
of Liſbon could nat do leſs in return, 
than admit the woollen manufactures of 
Ireland into their ports, without even a 


previous convention entered into, and 


contrary to an e law of their own 
realm! TER k 
Tar empire ow? the Ocean ſhould fall 

; equally to the ſhare of every maritime 
power ; and if priority and boldneſs of 
_ diſcovery, and the moſt animated and 
perſevering efforts to explore thoſe regi- 


i). 


otis which the antients imagined were ſe· 
parated by the inſuperable barrier of 
the Torrid-Zone (and which error had 
long confined commerce within a narrow 
ſphere), can give any title to an equal 
participation of that watry element, no 
coufitry might claim. a greater privilege 
than Portugal. The high ſounding * 
thet of mftreſs of the deep, ſeems iv > 
great meaſure to be now an empty name, 
and commerce muſt in future flow as un- 


bourided as the winds and waves: 
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Tur love of liberty which hay « _ 
_ the characteriſtic of Britons, ſhould —*' 
lead them, to ſuppreſs the narrow and 
 illiberal idea of endeavouring to withhold 
any privileges which another nation 
. ſhould enjoy in common with themſelves, 
and eſpecially when it is a right ſolemnly 
tounded on the faith of treaties; and 
tho time may have ſeemingly given ſanc- 
tion to an error, yet it ſtill continues to 
to be the fame and ought in the very 
nature of things to be entirely rectiſied. 
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Does not even Ireland exhibit a ſtriking 
inſtance of this, in her long and patiem- 


8 fubaiitung to the e arbitrary decrees of 
the 


5 


— 


„„ 
the Britiſh legiſlature, which ee 4 
power not veſted in them by the na- 
ture of right; till at length, convinced 
of her miſtake, and ſhaking off the tor- 
por of a century, the aſſerted that liber 


ty to 1 her ten . ſo r en- 
titled. Zo 


Bor 0 nn great . of re- 
gard that had been ſhewn to the Portu- 
gueſe, in permitting them to bring the 
produce. of Brazil, and the plantations 
in South America, to Great Britain and 
Ireland, had been gerated beyond the 
paſſibilit of r eee return. 
But in very act of conferring ſuch an 
oblig ation, was it not at the ſame time ren 
1 totally ineffectual? Have not the 
Portugueſe been tartalized with an imagi- 
nary advantage, which muſt ever elude 
tho graſp of N and beheld hut 
2 gilded meteor that glittered for a mo- 
ment in their commercial Horizon, and 
then totally diſappeared. This grant had 
been made without ever removing the 
alien duties, leſſening the port charges, 
with ſeveral other impoſitions that were 
peculiar to that trade, which altogether 
Weywulatcd to fuch a ſum as rendered 
G 5 


1 } 


the purſuit abſolutely impraQcable; thus 
what was meant as a national benefit, 
and tending to conciliate the affections of 
Portugal, proved entirely to the reverſe; 
as this was rather to be conſidered as an 
_ inſult upon their underſtandings, than a 
favour that could be heartily and inten- 
| ama d 3 
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5 Hab the duties been even compara- h 
: tively equalized upon the products of the 
Portugueſe plantations, with thofe which 
are brought from the Britiſh iſlands in 

the Weſt-Indies, . ſtill the apparent diſad- 
vantage muſt have been againſt the ſub- 
jects of Portugal, on account of the 
fuperior ſtretch in navigating their car- 
goes to their own country, and from 
thence to the dominions of Great Britain 
and Ireland. But even under that un- 
avoidable predicament, and paying even 
the additional port charges, &c. ſtill that 
intercourſe might have been kept up in 
the manner permitted by the laws of 
each kingdom, and the Portugueſe 
would moſt chearfully allow themſelves 
to be under an obligation to Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, had but the alien du- 
ties alone been ruck off on that oc 
caſion. 1 g 8 Warns 
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us 


of the country, they have alſo graſped 
at many others, to the very great injury 
of her moſt Faithful Majeſty's ſubjects. 


+ 43 3. 
Warns is then this mighty load of. 


: debt which ſhould in gratitude have com- 


pelled Portugal to have prevented every 


wiſh of the Iriſh nation, ęven before a 

r̃cqueſt was made in herd > 
| ſcribed by cuſtom and the uſuage f 

| courts? But muſt not, 3 the 
gracious intentions of the oourt of Liſ- 
don to the intereſt of that nation, be 
eminently conſpicuous, in making the 
firſt advances to the Britiſh miniſter to 
enter into a negociation, in order that a 
_ treaty ſhould be concluded for commerci- . 
al purpoſes, notwithſtanding that their 
attempts at that time proved 1 moſt unex- 
5 any abortive ? 1 


e forms pre- 


Tus Britiſh. ily eſtabliſhed > 


| Oporto, had long aQted in the moſt arbi- 
tttary and unjuſt manner; not contented | 
with enjoying in the fulleſt extent, eve- 


ry privilege in common with the natives 


The navigation act, which has operated 
in direct op poſition to the advantage of 


Portugal, is 12 ground- work of their in- 


ſidious machinations. They had long 
" entered 
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entered into a combination, that ſtrikes at 


= commercial intereſts of the country 
hey refide in, and began ſuch mal- 
1 before the commencement of 
laſt war, anch in which ſchemes, they, 
With a prayje-worthy perſeverance, have 
continued in ever ſince. They have in 
a manner monopolized the wine trade, 
Ke. to themfelves, by not ſuffering Bri- 
tiſh ſtüps to take in any lading from the 
merchants of the country; the maſters 
of which veſſels alleging, when applied 
to for that purpoſe, that their cargoes 
art entirely comp teated, when the con- 


trary is known FA be abſolutely the caſe. 
"The Port 


uguefe merchant muſt in con- 
ſequence employ other veſſels, which 
being ſubject to the alien duties, and 
other extraordinary impoſitions, contract 
Bis profits very conſiderably, when com- 
_ pared to what - muſt reſult ii in the contra- 


19 predicament. 4M 


Tak firing eneſs and Mgratitude of this 
procedure, + moſt juſtly excited the jea- 


louſies, not only of the x erfons immedi- 


alely affected, bit even the deteſtation of 
all ſuch as have a teal concern for the in- 


teh, honour, and digni ty, of their na- 


tive 


r 
4 


of © 

tive country. This company experiences 
the protection of the laws, and the leni- 
ty of a court which was always diſpoſed 
in favour of Britiſh ſubjects; but they are 

not content with the participation of 
trade, and the benefits that bountifully 


flow in from that channel, bat muſt al- 

| ſo endeavour to divert to themſelves the 
full tide, which ſhould equally diſtribute 
itſelf to the general good of the com- 


munity at large. 


WàũàAT 2 auen diferace it nd 
be deemed in the dominions of his Bri- 
tannic Majeſty, if a colony planted there 


upon the fame footing as that in Oporto, 


foot of the 
of ſuch A 


grievance? Can any thing 


point out more emphatically the arbitra- 
ry and ſhameful conſequences of the 
gation, and Which by the 


act of navi 


ſpirit of the 15th artiele of the defenſive 
treaty, as has been already mentioned, 


— 85 ANartvn 


ſhould endeavour by every colluſive me- 

thod, to circumvent the natives, and de- 

prive them of their foreign trade; would 
not à complaint be ſoon. lodged at the 
the throne for a perfect redreſs 


can by no means be ſap to operate 
againſt the ſubjects of her moſt Faithful 


q 9 
* 2 
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78 aftduced, 3 a 
on of the ſubſiſting treaty, and a mani- 
feſt infringement on the undoubted 


ful Majeſty 
_ genious ſophiſtry could not in any man- 
ner point out that the privileges enjoyed 


g 2 in the ſmalleſt degree equal. On one 


on the other, not only the ſame immuni- 


£4 3 
A Narivs of Portugal 


reſi iding in 
London, is equally compelled to pay ex- 
traordina 


ry duties, whether he imports 
gz or Engliſh bottoms; ſhould he 


in forei 


endeavour to avoid theſe impoſitions, he 
muſt make uſe of the low ſubterfuge of 
entering his 
name, and be aeceſſary 
| perjury, by employing for that purpoſe, 
one of thoſe wretches uſually praQiſed 
in ſuch a horrid ſcene of iniquity—But 
to the honour of theſe merchants, they 


goods under a fictitious 
to the guilt of 


ſubmit to every impoſition; rather than 


| * guilty of ſuch 2 ſhameful evaſion. 


Evnnr exam; ple that can poſſibly ws . 


flagrant violati- 


rights of the ſubjects of her moſt Faith- 
—all I" the moſt in- 


oppreſſion and illegal exactions; 


ties the natives are entitled to, but alſo 
peculiar grants and indulgences. It can- 


not be aſſerted that this account is in 


the leaſt exapperated or ine to infer 


(#9) 


any particular deſign ; the colouring i 


is 


from nature "qv and aid on -& the 
hand or truth. 7 


Can it be ſuppoſed that the court of 


Liſbon would ever acquieſce in a commer- 
I cial treaty with Ireland, without having i 
ſuch ſtipulations entered into, as might 


put the trade of each country on an 


equal footing, and remove all jealouſies | 
and doubts upon that head? when on 


her ſide ſhe is willing to make ſuch a fa- 
vourable conceſſion as even to admit 
their woollen manufactures, which ſince 
the year 1703, have been poured on them 
in ſuch abundance from another quarter, he 
as to have conſiderably affected the in- 


ternal exertions and induftry of their . 


_ own. kingdom. Can lefs be expected ; 


therefore from Ireland, but that every 


ſevere impoſition, copied from the exam- 


ple of the ſiſter country, ſhould totally 
be done away? A reciprocal com- 


merce ought to be carried on with a juſt 


and equal regard to each other's ri its 


and, not * 51 any partial reſtricti- 


— > — neg G 4 | ons, 


(48 ; 5 
ons, flow mutually to the common inte- 
reſt of both: it will therefore be natu- 
rally expected that the legiſlature of that 
kingdom, will remove thoſe cauſes of 
complaint which ſo apparently operate 
againſt the ſubjects of Portugal ; this 
alone will create a neceſſary confidence, 


and remove every bar to that __ 1 
9 which muſt in conſequence ſubfiſt. 


4s foan as Ireland recovered a bene I 
— * commerce, the Parliament proceeded, 
indeed, immediately to regulate the du- 
ties on wines, in a manner conformable 
to the nature of the Methuen treaty, up- 
on a ſuppoſition perhaps, that the court 
of Liſbon might admit the introducti- 
on of their 5 manufactures: this 
they then imagined to have been alone 
abſolutely ſufficient to conciliate the 
: affections of Portugal, and even to 


challenge the e returns of _ | 
tude. __ 2 
: Abr even in that act oo fell ſhort 
of what was done in the ſiſter coun- 
try, as the comparative equalization 
of duties evidentiy demonſtrates , there 

bein 8 


. 


increaſing 


(49) 


dens an auginientation of 141. 118. 114. 
per ton, independent of the one- third 
by treaty on the wines of France, 
more than what is impoſed on thoſe 
of Portugal, which regulation had not 
been copied agreeable to the relative 


proportion, by the legiſlature of Ire- 


15 land. 


a enjoys in che fulleſt ex- 
tent the commerce of Portugal (wWwool- 
len manufaQtures alone excepted) ; and 
how highly advantageous it is to them, 
may be evinced from the aſſertion of 
a former right honourable ſecretary ; 85 
the authenticity of which cannot in 
the leaſt be doubted: That the ba- 
| lance of trade in favour of that coun- 
try, for the year 1780, amounted to 
the extraordinary ſum of 120,0 l. 
ſterling.” This muſt be. continually 
in favour of that kingdom, 
both from the extenſion of her trade, 
and the very great efforts fo lately 
made uſe 5+" to bring their fabricks 
to a ſtate of perfection, as alſo the 
animation that ſeems to have diffuſed 
itſelf through 9 part of that if- 


land. 


1 80 + 
land. Under ſuch an happy combi 


tional conſequence, and enjoy fully 


the reſt of her 


hand, every ſpecies of her manufactures 
minions of her moſt faithful Majeſty. 


ES 


pation of rights, and t% repea 


ple? 


nation of events, the may ſhortly ex- 
pet to be raiſed to the greateſt na- 


_ thoſe advantages which a happy fitu- 
9, ation "Tor ren intercourſe ag natu- 


Tas n this Ireland 1 from ; 
= the Portugueſe are, in fact, but very 
= inconſiderable ; for, if we except wines, 
SS fruit, ſalt, and ſome few trifles, none of 
productions are received 
in that kingdom; while, on the other 


7 would meet a ready market in the do- 


HS In ſuch a predicament; muſt not the 
HSE balance of 2 conſtantly preponde- 
lf rate in their favour? and can it there- 
fore, be thought in any manner ex- 
travagant to demand an equal 3 
6 of 
[ ſuch laws as ſo greatly affect the in- 
tereſt and honour of an Kan * 


us 


-- 44643" 


Ir this matter had been perfectly EY 8 
ſtood at the commencement of the point 
in diſpute between the two nations, this 

affair would long fince have been ſettled 
in the moſt amicable manner, and agreea- 
ble to the original intentions of both par- 
+ ties. Some of the members in the Iriſh 
bliouſe argued entirely from wrong princi- 
plwes, and ſuch doctrines, in a very great 
meaſure, influenced the paſſions of the 
people. Had calm inveſtigation, and judi- 
cCious reſearch, preceded the parliamentary 
| debates on this important enquiry, the 
| buſineſs might have been properly entered 
into, and juſt reaſoning been ſubſtituted in 
the ſtead of that ſort of declamation, 
| which 1 is merely calculated to excite the 
popular clamour; nor would Portugal 
have been improperly charged with having 
preſumed to commit the moſt flagrant 
violation of rights that ever was heard of 
* civilized e, 
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bs the former part of theſe remarks I | 
had omitted mentioning, that in the word- 
ing of all commercial- treaties between 


Great Britain and Portugal, previous to 
that of the Methuen, it ran thus on her 


— part; 
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5 alliance. The po 


informed in every 


*) 


i Tus all the chinges exhibited via ; 
the court of Liſbon, heightened i in all the 

extra 3 
on a meer aerial baſis : Inſtead of reproach, 


of colouring, are 


ſhe merited the heart-felt thanks of every 
Iriſhman ; and ſo far from withholding 


commercial privileges, ſhe made the moſt . 
generous and diſiatereſted proffers of an 
clamour was ex- 
cited in that — partly by deſigning 
characters, and partly by thoſe totally un- 
part of that buſineſs; 
and invective and low ſcurrility were illi- 
berally thrown out even by a few members 
. of their ſenate. But in examining 
characters of human nature, it is 


_ diſcovered, that weak heads ferment: moſt 
with miſtaken patriotiſm, and with ſuch, 


meer 


5 « for the kingdom of England and 
her 1 &c.” but in that conven- 
tion Great Britain alone was ſet forth. It 
is almoſt unneceſſary to recapitulate, that 
Ireland, having been # 
advantages of foreign export (her provi- 
ſion and ſtaple trade excepted), could not 
| have been comprehended without a mani- 
teſt * and contradiftion. wh 5 


prohibited from the 


into the 
generally 


* 


8 will it not be highly incumbent on that 
court, nay on every maritime flate of Eu- 
rope, to uſe ſuch juſtifiable arts as may en- 
ble them to meet, at its proper weapons, 
the formidable approach of e rolitical 
- monſter, and try whether it be impervious, 


_ cluded from entering 


(Sy 


ꝗ— ſanctioned bye name, 
will often paſs for the deepeſt penetration 
of human wiſdom, ** to the moſt LE, 
nervous elocution. 


Bur ſhould the navigation aQ, a in 


all its prohibitory and reſtrictive terrors, be 
ſtill held out to thwart the generous and 


equitable intentions of the court of Liſbon, 


and able to bear up againſt the attack of 


united ſtrength, aided by ſuch internal re- 
gulations as proceed from the ſoundeſt 
policy, which may be 3 levelled | 
at its future exiſtence ? 


: By this 200 al "OT veſſels are ex- 
ing into any port of the 
Britiſh dominions, but with the products 
of their reſpective countries, and, ind : 
ent of that reſtriction, are ſubjected like- 


wiſe to the alien duties, which, in times of = 


Pence, 
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peace, may be conſidered as amounting to 
| almoſt a total en. N | 


Tus political regulation took place in 


England after ſhe had eſtabliſhed, by trea- 
ties, certain privileges for the navigation of 
her ſubjects, with moſt of the European 
maritime ſtates, and previouſly obtained 
ſtipulations very much in their favour; 
but, by a fingle act of generofity, ſhe en- 
dieavoured to deprive thoſe ſtates of all | 
| hopes of an equal participation of advan- _ 
tages: Surrounded by this grand bulwark, 
| ſhe vainly imagines herſelf invulnerable to 
every attempt that might counteract its 
effects. But, that it r 55 
not only ineffectual to the all. graſping 


may be rendered 


point they have ſolely in view, but even 


Y prejudicial to the commercial proſperity of | 


their 2 can be ſuſiciently demons 1 
* 


Tus cli tes, which is ack : 


x flap le of Great Britain, and from whence 


has flowed that amazing tide of national 


affluence, had long — the preference 


of thoſe of France from different coun- 


tries of Europe. How wy would it be 


_ fox 


= 


3 


hs ' 


As) 


for theit ſovereigns to allow a bounty of 
8 or 10 per cent. on the value of Engliſh 
fabrics imported in veſſels of their own 
nation; which expedient alone muſt in- 
volve, inits conſequences, the total ſubver- 


ſion of. that boaſted mage 7. 


Ir may he. ded. 3 
might proceed the means for defraying ſuch 


extraordinary expences, without oppreſſing 


the ſubject? but it might be obviouſly 
replied to, that ways and means could readily 
be deviſed for the execution of ſo falutary 
a meaſure, without any concomitant diſad- 
vantage; the manner will naturally ſuggeſt 
itſelf to any perſon who takes the ſmalleſt 
pains to reflect. A conſiderable benefit 
will likewiſe reſult from the bounty dif- 
fuſing itſelf through the dominions of each 


ſovereign, as natives alone can obtain it. 


Such a regulation is ſo far ſrom being im- 


practicable, or the mere viſion of con- 


jectural fancy, that in all human probability | 


it is already in contemplation, and may 


very ſoon be made uſe of, to obviate the 
pernicious effects of this 1 and arbi- 


trary act. Nt 
BY ras -.- - Pokrugas, 
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Pon roc, though intrenched within 0 ; 
the faith of treaties, had not hitherto ſuf- 


 ficiently withſtood its attacks; but to 
what ſtraits will Great Britain be re- 
duced, ſhould the United States of Ame - 
traica refuſe to enter into a commercial nego- 
ciation, unleſs that claim be totally given 
up onthe part of Great Britain; and be 
5 * conſidered as the baſis of a future 
convention: All Europe courts their trade, 
without any unnatural reſtrict ons, or en- 
orbitant impoſitions. Should that act be 
repealed in this inftance, will it not allo 
be equally expected by every other ſtate? 
It ſeems at preſent to be a ſtupendous ſa- 
ke tottering to its very baſe, and await- 


ing the ſtorm of general diſcontent t to leave 5 


| 35 it but a Nee n 


85: 


Ir F er y. at this time, to 1 


. to a report which has circulated in Portu- 


gal, and for ſome particular reaſons may 
be conſidered as carrying the ſtrongeſt 


mwarks of authenticity : © That. Great 
Britain hath actually demanded, if this 


| court would regulate the trade of Ireland 


upon a new convention, exactly ſimilar to 


that of December, 1703, and what equi- 


valent 


(9) 


 valent might an erpect on ber 


Hide,” 


1 ch an inn 1 abſolutely | 


the caſe, muſt it not be very extraordina- 


ry that an attempt ſhould be made to in- 
volve in any queſtion, relating to that 
_ buſineſs,” a "treaty, which was perfectly 


known would not, by any means, be 


admitted as the baſis of a new convention; 


and that they ſhould alſo endeavour to 
make the court of Liſbon be the firſt to 
open a negociation, which, according to 
the preſcription of form (founded indeed 
in ſuch inſtances on the very nature of 


things) ought to be commenced and fully 
opened on the ſide of the party that de- 


the eſſential benefits that muſt reſult there- 


from, by enlarging the ſcale of internal 7 
manufactures to anſwer the increaſed de- 


mand for foreign export. There was 


ſomething more than the meer Etiquette 
of form in this requeſt originating on the 


manded ſuch a matter as a point of favour? 
It was at the immediate requiſition of 
2 Anne that the Methuen treaty had 
been entered into, who juſtly conceived 


: (8) 


8 part of Engl land; as a revocation of x law 
bol the JE of Portugal, ſo far as it ope- 
rated againſt their Nation, was previouſly 
to be obtained: and ſurely in the pre- 
dicament Ireland now ſtands in, the 
fame mode ſhould be obſerved, as the caſe 
is exactly parallel; notwithſtanding . that 


the court of Liſbon had, on a Fermer 


day, made the firſt * for e 1 Þ 


: portank 4 purpoſe. 


How ;nefſeual, inde, ſuch a propo- 
fal muſt prove, to bring to à proper. iſſue 
a matter ſo long in egitation may it not 
be reaſonably imagined, that it is no more 
than a piece of ſubtle evaſion, calculated 
to ſpin out to an inſidious length a nego- 
_ ciation, which, under ſuch a predicament, 
_  , muſt actually continue in the ſame unſatis. 
factory and unfiniſhed ſtate? Can it be 
ſuppoled that Portugal will. acquieſce in 
the form of a treaty, which, from a va- 
. . - riety of circumſtances already adduced, 
| has proved ſo inefficient to the grand end 
of a mutual equalization of benefits and 


privileges, and militated ſo greatly againſt 
her real intereſts? The miniſter 2 


doubt, 


is) 


5 doubt, receive the moſt laviſh cheemiüms 
for his ardent intentions of rendering ſuch 
2 Piece of ſervice to Ireland, by placing 
her on a ſimilar footing, with reſpect to 
the admiſſion of her woollen fabrics into 

Portugal, as Great Britain herſelf--to meer 


ſuperficial" 'obſervation, nothing ſeemingly 


can carry ſtronger marks of nanifeſt re- 
gard and indulgence to that kingdom; but 
ny the whole tranſaction be properly in- 


igated, and examined into with ſome 


_—_ * of penetration, and it will moſt 
evidently demonſtrate, that nothing could 
be more remote from the wiſhes of thoſe 
in power“, as the means employed were 
| ed ingdequate to the end 1 in view, 


_ Tax Kon wad dts 1 the 
| idea of every ſpecies of oppreſſion, and 
cannot brook an arbitrary ſuperiority when 
legally uſurped. The court of Liſbon 
would, with the fincereſt friendſhip, em- 

| brace every opportunity of entering into 
2 commercial communication with Ireland, 


12 upon 
* The Trandator 1 1 to mention the Dominica 


 free-port bill, which furcher evinces the friendly intentions 


of the fſter Country. 


% 4 | 4 p - od 
. ee 
„ e e 4 


+3. tk # 


. 


1 * 


8 


1 it, „ 
„ * 


. "In 
| . N 
1 8 4 


_ ro FI 
8 E „ * 4 . I 3 
tg . TD. Wet 4h F 
7 


N 
* js a 5 


— — 


n 
- Dr a - 4" 4 


. 

*23 4 
* — 
: 

- 

. 4 * 


tion, and on ſuch principles alone, a firm 
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Page 5, Lines 11 and 12, for, could be ſuppoſed 
in uo manner to ſer any limits to either in their reſpec- 
read, could not be ſuppoſed in any 
manner to ſet limits, ; cc. 5 

Page 6, Line 15, for the woollen trade of the king- 
dom of Portugal, F 
dom of A 1 5 
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